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Advocacy is:

· telling a library story

· creating conditions that allow others to act on your behalf

· expanding someone’s consciousness

· evoking or creating memories

· confirming your identity

· enhancing awareness, appreciation, support
· an exercise in creativity and initiative

· an art and a science

· creating relationships, partnerships, coalitions

· respecting other people’s views, priorities and reasons

· a responsibility of leaders

· about potential and the future: the survival of school libraries
Advocacy Strategies for School Library Media Programs

Student-centered Library Media Centers

· Talk to students

· Involve them in selection process

· Involve them in program development

· Students as reviewers

· LMC advisory committee
· Keep a suggestion box for student ideas

· Make reading promotion posters

· Know what your students are reading, listening to, viewing

· Make Information Literacy and standards posters

Faculty-centered Library Media Center

· Talk to teachers

· Involve them in selection process

· Involve them in program development
· LMC advisory committee

· Faculty folder

· LMC newsletter

· Feature faculty member in LMC

· Develop professional reading center

· Host faculty get-togethers for special events, e.g. Book Week

· Attend planning meetings

· Resource center for all their needs

· Create subject/title bibliography notebooks/network folders
Administration-centered Library Media Center

· Meet regularly with principal

· Seek advice for LMC promotional ideas 
· Keep informed of all activities in LMC

· Resource center for all his/her needs

· Dispel the "Marian the Librarian" image!

· Dispel the "quiet as a tomb" library image
· Offer your LMC as a place for evening school and community group meetings.

· Read the books/journals for administrators are reading
Other Strategies

· Signage

· Surveys

· Needs Assessments

· Displays

· Participate in SCASL legislative day

· Create some "sound bites" for your library

· Displays

· LMC web page
· Scrapbook of yearly activities

· Maintain an "emergency" wish list
Get Yourself Organized…

· Look at your work area

· Handle each piece of paper only once

· Develop a filing system that's easy for you to use – then use it

· Prepare a daily to-do list then…

•Prioritize the list

•Which activity will yield the highest ROI

•Which activity will cause the great harm if not done?

•Which activity is most important to your supervisor?

Always Take Care of Yourself

· Always look and act like the professional you claim to be  - and are 
· Personal Professional Development
·  Reading
· Recreational reading
· Adequate sleep

· Exercise

· Find some time each work day for you

