Maximizing the Effectiveness of Your Library Media Center

	Characteristics of a Quality Library Media Program

	The teacher-librarian demonstrates knowledge of the school's curriculum, state academic standards, National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS-S), and National Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning, Standards for the 21st Century Learner, and the SC Internet Safety Standards.

	A collection map and curriculum map exist showing the alignment of the collection to the curriculum.

	The library media center resource collection is current, diverse, multicultural, and sufficient in size to meet needs of school and meets the Department of Education’s standards for size and age of collections.

	A professional, certified teacher-librarian manages the library media center.

	The teacher-librarian regularly participates in departmental and/or grade level planning meetings.

	The teacher-librarian and classroom teachers jointly
· plan instructional units, 

· deliver instruction, and
· assess student learning.

	The library media center has an updated Policy and Procedure Manual which is available to explain the management of the media center; pertinent information is shared with faculty, staff, administration, students, and, if necessary, parents.

	The library media center materials and resources, including technology, are seamlessly integrated into the classroom curriculum.

	The library media center operates on a flexible, open access model. Classes are scheduled into the library media center based on the collaborative planning between the classroom teachers and the teacher-librarian.

	The library media center is fully supported by the school and district administration.

	The teacher-librarian promotes the full range of information literacy (including media literacy) and technology education to promote 21st Century teaching and learning.

	The teacher-librarian encourages and engages students in reading, viewing, and listening for understanding and enjoyment.

	The library media center has a warm and inviting atmosphere that is conducive to inquiry and learning.

	The library media center has sufficient professional and support staff to achieve the mission of the library media center, school, and district.

	The library media center receives sufficient funding to provide an up-to-date collection that meets the needs of students, teachers, staff, and administration and that meets the Department of Education’s requirements for school library resource collections.

	The teacher-librarian continually evaluates the library media program to determine its positive effect on student learning and achievement and to determine if the goals and objectives of the library media program are being met.

	The teacher-librarian practices effective management of human, financial, and physical resources.

	Continual communication among all users (e.g., administration, faculty, staff, students, parents) exists to facilitate the establishment and maintenance of an effective, integrated library media program.

	The library media center staff model effective use of educational technology on a daily basis.

	The teacher-librarian regularly offers staff development opportunities based on a faculty needs assessment. 

	A Library Media Center Advisory Committee works with the teacher-librarian to facilitate accomplishing the goals and objectives of the library media program.


